MASS INTENTIONS – 2019

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
4:00pm
John Moynihan
by Kathy & Mike Chiavaras
4:00pm
Ronny Vysniauskas, Tim Donohue,
John Quinlivan, Mike Foley,
Warren Briggs – 50th Anniversary
from Parishioner friends

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
CCD Assigned Classes Gr. 1…………9:30am‐10:45am
My Brothers Keeper Food Collec on at Mass
Sacrament of the Sick a er Mass

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
7:30am
Jane C. Ripa – 1st Anniversary
by family
10:00am
Bernie Gaughan
by Staﬀ of St. Richard
MONDAY, JANUARY 7
9:00am
Communion Service/Quiet Time
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8
9:00am
Daily Mass
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9
9:00am
Daily Mass
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12
4:00pm
Bernard Gaughan
By Kathy & Mike Chiavaras
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
7:30am
Parishioners of St. Richard
10:00am

Francis Labusky by family

10:00am

William Olson – 2nd Anniversary
By family

10:00am

Alice J. McCarthy by family

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP AT ST. RICHARD
The 10 week Grief Support Program will begin on
January 16, 2019 from 6:00‐7:30pm. The Program
facilitator is Peggye Arcoue e, MSW, LCSW, BC. If
you are interested in par cipa ng, contact her at:
508‐735‐6634 or email: arcopeg4@gmail.com
Deadline to register is January 6th.
NEVER FORGOTTEN
December 29th marked the 50th Anniversary of
the tragic death of 5 teenage boys who perished in
a ﬁre at a camp in the Greendale area of Worces‐
ter known as Indian Hill. A memorial mass is on
January 5th. We ask for your prayers.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
Sister Village Coﬀee…………………….7:30am‐9:00am
PreK‐K Assigned Classes…………….9:45am‐11:00am
CCD. Gr.9 (includes Mass)……………..10:00am‐Noon
My Brothers Keeper Food Collec on at all Masses
MONDAY, JANUARY 7
Food Pantry………………………………….10:00am‐Noon
CCD Assigned Classes…………………..4:30pm‐5:45pm
CCD Assigned Classes…………………..6:15pm‐7:30pm
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8
CCD Assigned Classes…………………..4:30pm‐5:45pm
CCD Assigned Classes…………………..6:15pm‐7:30pm
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9
Yoga…………………………………………..9:30am‐10:30am
Catechesis of Good Shepherd……….10:30am‐Noon
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10
Food Pantry………………..………………..10:00am‐Noon
Nar‐Anon…………………………………………………7:15pm
AA Mee ng……………………………………………..8:00pm
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12
CCD Assigned Classes Gr. 1…………9:30am‐10:45am
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
Sister Village Coﬀee…………………….7:30am‐9:00am
PreK‐K Assigned Classes…………….9:45am‐11:00am
CCD. Gr.9 (includes Mass)……………..10:00am‐Noon

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY SHRINES OF ITALY
Fr. Richard Lewandowski will host a pilgrimage to
Italy from October 29, 2019 through November 8,
2019. Highlights include: Rome, Assisi, Tomb of
Padre Pio, San Giovanni Rotondo, Va can City, and
a Papal Audience. A presenta on detailing the pil‐
grimage will take place on Sunday, January 13,
2019 at 1:00pm at St. Richard’s Church Hall, 4
Bridge Street, Sterling, MA. For more informa on,
call Fr. Lewandowski at 978‐833‐3354.

Dear Parishioners,
We are part of a monolithic ins tu on that has
existed for 2000 years. Within the church, there
are many diﬀerent tradi ons and many legacies
that we have inherited. History tends to choose
those that are good and healthy. It incorporates
them into mainstream Catholicism and parish life.
These legacies are too many to list, but a few ex‐
amples are: The Legacy of the Irish Catholics, The
Legacy of the Second Va can Council, The Legacy
of Pope St. John Paul II, and The Legacy of Dorothy
Day. You get the idea!
However, in our li le corner of God’s vineyard
here in Sterling, Massachuse s, we are not only
ed into the interna onal Roman Church with the
Pope as our leader, but we experience a kind of
localized, cultural Catholicism which was be‐
queathed to us as the Legacy of previous genera‐
ons. Our Catholicism is the same as any Catholic
on the planet, yet it is unique. As we live out the
life of faith, both members of the parish and out‐
siders can detect that there is a legacy here being
lived, protected and handed on.
In order to deﬁne what that Legacy is, each indi‐
vidual must reﬂect on what his or her own Catholi‐
cism means. We will discover that we have many
things in common. These commonali es bind us
together as those who love our Catholicism, yet
each of us has been touched in diﬀerent ways
throughout our lives. Perhaps a par cular aspect
or expression of Catholicism has touched your
heart in a powerful and strong way.
It is self‐evident that the Church exists primarily in
the parish community. The life of Christ comes to
people through the experiences of parish life from
the me we are bap zed un l our death.
It is vital that the parish con nue so that the life of
Christ remains a part of the daily experience of
Catholicism. No ma er how you deﬁne the Legacy
of the Church, it all hinges on ﬁnancial stability
and parish community.
Part of aging and maturing is focusing on the im‐
portance of legacy. Adult development scholars

have demonstrated that there is a developmental
‘push’ a er mid‐life to ﬁnd meaning or purpose to
life and to leave a legacy that may intensify with
age or proximity to death. According to psychia‐
trist Elisabeth Kublier‐Ross, MD, most people on
their deathbeds want to know only three things.
1. Have I given and received love?
2. Did I live my life or someone else’s?
3. Have I le the world a li le be er than I found
it?
Antonio Machado, a 10th century Spanish poet,
asks a poignant ques on. “What have you done
with the garden that was entrusted to you?”
In the 10th century, the garden was a metaphor
for the soul. Today, his poem is being revived by
ecologists and the garden is seen as a metaphor
for the planet earth. Perhaps, the garden could
also be a metaphor for Legacy, invi ng us to be
responsible for being part of the “handing‐on”
process.
Our parish will be conduc ng a program called:
The Legacy of Hope Campaign. As we consider
the future of this parish and our hopes that it will
be sustainable for the next genera on, we are
conﬁdent that the parishioners of St. Richard will
know and appreciate their call to ﬁnancially back
this campaign.
There are ﬁnancial campaigns being conducted all
the me for worthy causes such as colleges,
hospitals, public radio sta ons, and for the eradi‐
ca on of diseases. You are now being asked to
seriously support your church with a four‐year
pledge. More explana on and informa on will be
forthcoming through an informal recep on in the
parish hall. For now, I simply invite you to open
your mind and spirit to the importance of keeping
our Catholic legacy alive.

BECOME THE BEST VERSION
OF YOURSELF!
Help us to preserve the Legacy of St. Richard’s
Parish and your catholic faith for future genera‐
ons.
Keep the Faith, Fr. S.

FYI: Regarding 3 Important Financial Requests
taking place at St. Richard in 2019
WEEKLY COLLECTION

DIOCESAN SUPPORT

FUTURE LEGACY

St. Richard began recording
it’s bap sms in 1953. Many
of the founding parishioners
have now gone to God. We
have many people registered
here but it is a minority
of people who actually sup‐
port the parish.

This is the annual request
by the Diocese to keep the
Catholic Church in central
Massachuse s alive and well in
its many ministries. We are 99
parishes that have given to this
Campaign for almost 50 years.

The “LEGACY OF HOPE” is the
tle of this unique campaign.
The goal is just that. To collect
enough money to be able to
endow and invest so as to
assure the future of parishes
in the Diocese of Worcester
including our parish here at
St. Richard.
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Our ministries, outreach and
expenses have grown, but,
last year our collec on was
down by $25,000. Together
with spiraling costs, we have a
$70,000 drop, which means
we are just barely keeping our
heads above water!
This is important informa on
since the 2 large requests,
though very real and needed,
cannot overshadow our week‐
ly collec on.

This year it will precede an
even larger request. That is why
we are beginning in January to
maintain our normal support.
While this is money in and
money out, it goes straight to
the Diocese, which reminds us
that we are bigger than St.
Richard. We are not a congrega‐
onal type church, independ‐
ent. We are part of the world‐
wide community. We are
“PARTNERS IN CHARITY”.

A group of our parishioners
have been working together
with consultants to plan this
campaign. Star ng in March,
St. Richard will be one of
twelve pilot parishes to begin
this Campaign.
The goal is to raise 32 million
dollars for the future of our
Diocese. More informa on
will be forthcoming as we get
into this campaign, but for
now, the very idea of LEGACY
is ours to ponder.

“What have you done with the garden that was entrusted to you?”
Become the Best Version of Yourself! Support your Parish and Diocese.

