
St. Richard’s Parish  +  Sterling 
“If a parish cannot comply with the safety standards being offered  by the Office 
of Divine Worship, public celebration of the Mass cannot resume until the parish 

resolves the issues.”   -- from Bishop McManus’ Letter of May 18th 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
I am not planning to open the church for mass yet, because there is quite a bit to 
do in preparation to keep within the guidelines of the Diocese, the State and the 
Center for Disease Control.  As soon as it is possible I will do so and I will announce 
this.  In the meantime, we have provided Mass every Sunday, live on facebook and 
You tube, as well as ‘Storytime’ broadcasts for children, looking at a few of the 
current issues regarding the Pandemic. 
 
I have listed some of the tasks that we are discussing as a staff so that you can 
better appreciate why opening the church must be delayed for a bit. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and patience.  You are prayed for each day in my 
rosary and in Mass as well as in the prayers of the prayer giants of the parish. 
                                                       Keep the Faith,     Father Steuterman 
Tasks to complete: 

 Tape closed the pews where no one may sit, in order to respect social distancing. 

 Remove and store cushions from the pews 

 Remove all music missals and Holy Water. 

 Plan a system for seating people that conforms to keeping the 40% attendance from 
the building occupancy permit, as directed by the state. 

 Create diagram of church indicating seating procedures for people. 
including protocol of entering ONLY by the front door and exiting ONLY by the side. 

 Mark the aisles with six foot indicators to assist people to enter, exit, & go to comm   

 Prepare to maintain church following required standards: purchase gallons of purell, 
and disinfecting supplies & enlist volunteers to help after each mass. 

 Enlist volunteers to serve as ushers, to be trained specifically to check people in who 
have a reservation for mass, that all are wearing masks & assist with seating. 

 Plan for changes in the ‘new normal’ celebration of the Eucharist: ie. no Lectors, no 
Altar Servers, no Eucharistic Ministers, no passing of the collection basket, no 
offertory gift procession, no entrance & recessional processions, no music. 

 Prepare materials to raise awareness of people as to the nature of the changes. 

 Set up & execute a ‘Reservation’ sign-up for Mass on-line and by telephone so that we 
know the number of attendees 
 


